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Jaipur

Rescue operations on Tues-
day resumed in rain-hit ar-
eas of Rajasthan’s Jalore
district where 19 people
have been rescued from in-
undated areas. Seven per-
sons, who had taken shel-
ter on a tree, were airlifted
by rescue teams. Relief
operations are also taking
place in Jalore, Sirohi and
Pali districts which are fac-
ing flood-like situation due
to incessant rainfall.
“Rescue operations re-

sumed today (Tuesday) in
Jalore where columns of
the Army and NDRF teams
have been deployed. One
NDRF team is in Pali and
two NDRF and one SDRF
team is in Sirohi.Food
packets and water bottles
are being dispatched for
villages which are sur-
rounded by water,” He-
mant Gera, Secretary- Dis-

aster Management and Re-
lief Department, told PTI.
Jalore Collector Laxmi-

narayan Soni said where
airlifting people is not pos-

sible, boats of NDRF are
being dispatched to rescue
them. “Besides, packets of
food and water bottles are
being distributed in locali-

ties and villages which are
inundated and efforts to
rescue people from such lo-
cations is also underway,”
he said. Pali District Col-

lector Sudhir Kumar said
nearly 150 people were res-
cued on Monday and the
situation is now under con-
trol.
The IAF has deployed five

helicopters for rescue and
relief works in rains-hit
areas of the state, Defence
Spokesperson Lt Col Man-
ish Ojha said. The MeT de-
partment has issued warn-
ing for heavy to very heavy
rainfall in south-western
and south-eastern, which
covers Jodhpur and
Udaipur division, during
the next 24 hours.
Some areas in this re-

gion are already facing
flood-like situation. Mout
Abu in Sirohi recorded
733.6 mm rains followed by
Jalore, Barmer, Phalodi
(Jodhpur), Jodhpur city
and Dabok where the rain-
fall measurement was 43,
41.6, 27.6, 26 and 18.7 mm
rains. PTI
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New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday ex-
pressed his displeasure
over BJP members’ ab-
sence from the both Hous-
es of Parliament leading to
trouble or embarrassment
for the government.
Modi’s remarks came

here during weekly BJP
parliamentary party meet-
ing just after Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister
Ananth Kumar and his
junior Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi’s reference to inci-
dents and problems aris-
ing out of lack of quorum.
In his response, the

Prime Minister said that
“he was worried and not
satisfied with members’
percentage of presence in
houses,” according to a
BJP MP.
The government had to

face an embarrassing situ-
ation in the Rajya Sabha
last week when a bill on ju-
risdiction and settlement
of maritime claims could
not be taken up due to lack
of quorum.
Modi also called upon the

BJP MPs to observe fort-
night programmes of
Sankalp Yatra and hold
Tiranga Yatra in their con-
stituencies to celebrate
70th Independence Day.

“The PrimeMinister said
that this year there will be
nationwide celebrations
starting from August 9 till
August 15. After this, for 15
days a sankalp yatra will
be conducted throughout

the nation, pledging devel-
opment of nation and
every individual,” Parlia-
mentary Affair Minister
Ananth Kumar told re-
porters after the
meeting.IANS

Modi displeased over BJP
members’ absence from Houses

Made in-charge of
Himachal Pradesh
andUttarakhand

● ABHILASH KHANDEKAR

New Delhi

Maharashtra strongman
and former Union Home
Minister Sushil Kumar
Shinde onTuesday assumed
the charge of All India Con-
gress Committee general-
secretary in presence of a
large number of veteran

party leaders and workers.
Shinde, 76, has been ap-
pointed in place of Ambika
Soniwho had resigned a few
days ago. Two States Hi-
machal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand, of which she
was in charge, have been
given to Shinde to galvanise
the party machinery. Hi-
machal goes in for election
later this year and experi-
encedShinde’s rolewouldbe
crucial there.
His induction into the

AICC is also significant as it
comes at a time when Dalit
politics has surfaced in the
country all over again with
BJP playing a Dalit card.
Shinde, a formerMaharash-

tra Chief Minister, is a Dalit
leader from Sholapur and
was AICC general Secretary
in 1996 after which he be-
came governor of AP and
CG. He was also in charge
general secretary of Mad-
hya Pradeshwhen Congress
was in power in MP. After
the UPA formed Govern-
ment at the Centre in 2004,
he held important portfolios
such as power and home in
Sr Manmohan Singh’s min-
istry.
An unassuming and ever

smiling leader, Shinde said
his focuswould beHPwhere
he would try to help win the
party at the hustings.
Ahost of leaders including

AICC treasurer Motilal
Vora, Rajya Sabha leader
Anand Sharma, Janardan
Dwivedi, Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Vir Bhadra
Singh, PCC chief
Sukhendra Singh, MP Con-
gress leader Manohar Both-
ra, Telengana Congress
leader G N Reddy, All India
Women’s Congress leader
and film star Nagma and a
large number of Congress
workers and district officers
from Maharashtra were
present when he took the
charge of office. It was after
a long time that the AICC of-
fice here saw hectic activi-
ties and some enthusiasm
among workers, pointed out
a Delhi Congress leader.

19 rescued from flood-hit areas of Raj
Five IAF helicopters deployed for rescue and relief works in rains-hit areas of state

Army personnel carry out rescue operation during floods in Rajasthan on Tuesday. PTI

Shinde assumes
AICC gen secy charge

Salahuddin
claims Hizbul can
target anywhere
in India: Govt

New Delhi

Terrorist group Hizbul Mu-
jahideen chief Syed
Salahuddin is reported to
have made claims that his
outfit has the ability to hit
targets anywhere in India at
any time, Lok Sabha was in-
formed on Tuesday. “Syed
Salahuddin, supreme com-
mander of the terrorist
group - Hizbul Mujahideen,
is reported to have made
such a claim in the media,”
Minister of state for home
Hansraj Ahir said in a writ-
ten reply. Ahir said the mili-
tant group has been getting
logistic support, including
armsandammunition, from
Pakistan. “As per available
information, some of the
weapons and other items re-
covered from the encounter
sites have the markings of
the foreign countries,” he
said. Last months, Salahud-
din was designated as a
“global terrorist” by the
United States. PTI

New Delhi

Around 10,220 acres of
defence land is under
encroachment across the
country, including by vari-
ous agencies of the central
and state governments,
the Rajya Sabha was
informed today. Replying
to a question, minister of
state for defence Subhash
Bhamre said various
measures are being taken
to remove encroachments
from defence land.
Defence land to the extent
of approximately 10,220
acres is presently under
encroachment by various
agencies of the central
and state governments as
well as by public sector
undertakings, slum
dwellers and private per-
sons, he said. To a ques-
tion on private defence
industry, Bhamre said
since the opening of the

defence sector in 2001, the
government has issued 342
industrial licenses to 205
Indian companies.
“Adequate safety and

security procedureswould
need to be put in place by
the licensee. The compa-
nies shall comply with the
security guidelines appli-
cable to them based on the
security categorisation
indicated in the licence,”
he said. The minister said
defence items produced by
such companies will pri-
marily be sold to the min-
istry of defence.
“However, they can also be
sold to other government
entities under the control
of ministry of home
affairs, public sector
undertakings, state gov-
ernments and other differ-
ent licensee companies,
without the approval of
department of defence
production,” he said. PTI

Over 10,000 acres of
defence land under
encroachment: Govt

The government had to face an
embarrassing situation in the Rajya Sabha
last week when a bill on jurisdiction and

settlement of maritime claims could not be
taken up due to lack of quorum

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP veteran LK
Advani at the swearing-in ceremony of President Ram
Nath Kovind in the Central Hall of Parliament, in New
Delhi on Tuesday. PTI PHOTO

TN CM meets
Modi; seeks
exemption
from NEET

Chennai

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
K Palaniswami on Tuesday
met Prime Minister Naren-
draModi and sought exemp-
tion for the state from the
National Eligibility Cum
Entrance Test. “The
chief minister insisted that
exemption from NEET for
Tamil Nadu should be given
considering the welfare of
the students of the state,”
said an official release quot-
ing what transpired at the
two leaders’ meeting.
Palaniswami’smeetingwith
Modi comes amidministeri-
al delegations from the state
meeting and discussing the
matterwith the top echelons
of the Central government
since last Thursday.
His meeting also assumes

significance as the opposi-
tion, especially DMK, has
been training its guns at
both theCentre and the state
government on the issue.On
July 20, state ministers had
met Modi and Union minis-
ters for Health and HRD, J P
Nadda and Prakash
Javadekar, respectively, on
NEET exemption. They had
then submitted a memoran-
dum with the prime minis-
ter seeking presidential ap-
proval for the two bills
passed recently by the state
assembly aimed at exempt-
ing the state fromNEETand
pending with the Centre. PTI

36 attacks on
Amarnath yatra
in 27 years, 53
pilgrims killed

New Delhi

As many as 53 pilgrims
have been killed in 36 ter-
ror attacks on the annual
Amarnath yatra in the last
27 years, the Lok Sabha
was informed on Tuesday.
“From 1990 till date, 36

terrorist attacks have been
reported on Amarnath ya-
tris in which 53 were killed
and 167 were injured,”
Minister of state for home
Hansraj Ahir said in reply
to a written question.
Ahir said all possible

arrangements are being
made by the Jammu and
Kashmir government with
the help of the Centre to
strengthen the pilgrim-
age’s security.
In the latest terror attack

that took place on July 10,
seven pilgrims were killed
in Anantnag district of
Jammu and Kashmir.
One injured pilgrim
succumbed to her injuries
later.
Replying to another ques-

tion, he said the duration
and schedule of the pil-
grimage is based on the de-
cision taken by the Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board
every year. The duration of
the yatra is decided by the
extent of snowfall in the
preceding winter and the
date on which Raksha
Bandhan falls, when it is
traditionally concluded,
he said.
Therefore, the minister

said, the duration of the
pilgrimage varies from
year to year. In 2017, the
pilgrimage commenced on
June 29 and will culminate
on Raksha Bandhan which
falls on August 7. “As such,
the 2017 yatra is of 40 days.
In 2016, it commenced on
July 2 and concluded on
August 18, and therefore, it
was of 48 days,” he said. PTI

Chief minister
expects his deputy
to resign by Friday
● CHHAYAMISHRA

Patna

The political drama in Bihar
appears to have reached its fi-
nal leg with JDU party
sources saying that Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
conveyed to his deputy Te-
jaswhi Yadav that he expects
his resignation before the
state assembly convenes on
Friday.
According to JDU sources,

the CM has given enough
time to Tejashwi to present
evidences that that CBI raids
against him for his alleged
involvement in a corruption
case, was a result of political
witch hunt by the BJP. “It has
already been 3 weeks since
the FIR was registered
against Tejashwi and till
now, as was expected from
him, he has not presented
any substantial proof regard-
ing his innocence. The CM
has given him enough time.
Nitish cannot be allowed to

be seen as someone who is
turning a blind eye to cor-
ruption, the RJD should
know this”, a senior JDU par-
ty source said.
Nitish, who was in Delhi to

take part in the swearing in
ceremony of the new Presi-
dent, Ram Nath Kovind, told
reporters in his first state-

ment since the political dra-
ma in Bihar, that “whatever
was happening in Patna be-
tween the RJD and JDU was
for everyone to see and figure
out”.
Earlier in the day, Lalu

Prasad Yadav, the president
of RJD, called a meeting of
the party leaders, in which it
was decided that the party
cannot allow Tejaswhi to re-
sign as this would give a
wrong message to the voters
who had supported the RJD.
The Congress, which is the

3rd party in the grand al-
liance, has been trying to
stop Nitish from removing
Tejashwi from the cabinet, al-
beit unsuccessfully. Last
week Nitish met Congress
party Vice president Rahul
Gandhi and told him that he
cannot let Tejashwi continue
in the cabinet.
JDU party sources said that

the party was ready for a by-
election in case the RJD pulls
out of the government and
the BJP plays a hard ball on
the question of offering JDU
support.

AIADMK turns table
on DMK over

‘horse trading’taunt
Chennai

Ruling AIADMK on Tuesday hit out at arch ri-
val DMK for its horse trading taunt against the
Palaniswami regime, alleging it was the M
Karunanidhi-led party that had indulged in
such acts to save its ‘minority’ government in
2006-11.
Referring to the oft repeated allegation of

DMK Working President M K Stalin that the
AIADMK government was a “horse trading
regime”, the ruling party’s mouthpiece “Na-
madhu MGR” said the DMK then had 95 MLAs
in the 234-member assembly and ran a “minor-
ity government.”
“It is them (DMK) who did shameless politics

to bringmajority for theminority regime by in-
dulging in horse trading with Tirupur Govin-
dasamy and S Ve Shekar who won on an
AIADMK ticket fromMylapore,” said theTamil
daily, perceived to have the backing of AIADMK
Deputy General Secretary TTV Dhinakaran.
CPI (M) Tirupur MLA C Govindasamy, who

hadhobnobbedwithDMK leaders,was expelled
from the party for anti-party activities and he
later joined the DMK in 2010. Actor-politician
Shekar was expelled from AIADMK in 2009 fol-
lowing differences with party chief late J Jay-
alalithaa. He functioned as an “unattached
member” since then and joined BJP after a
brief stint in Congress.
During 2006-11, though DMK did not have

numbers tomake upmajority on its own, it had
the support of 34 CongressMLAs andAIADMK
had 61 MLAs. Contrasting the past with the
present situation, the party mouthpiece said
the AIADMK now had a majority with 122
MLAs. In a veiled reference to former Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam-led faction, the par-
ty in a conciliatory note said “those who are
joining and who will be joining belong to the
same family. All contested on the same symbol
(Two-leaves).” V C Arukutty, MLA, a loyalist of
Panneeerselvam, recently joined Chief Minis-
ter K Palaniswami faction.
The AIADMK daily also trained its guns on

Stalin for ridiculing Palaniswami as playing to
the tunes of the Centre. PTI

RJD-JDU crisis in Bihar

Nitish sets deadline
for Tejaswhi


