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Narmada sand up...
With the new policy coming into force,
mining of sand from Narmada river
would resume. Sand-laden trucks,
dumpers and tractor-trolleys will not be
subjected to any checking on the high-
ways and other roads. However, mecha-
nised mining will not be allowed.
A couple of months back, chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan had announced a
blanket ban on mining sand from the bed
of Narmada river. Mechanised mining
was banned on all rivers.
The government held two press confer-
ences to announce the new policy on
Tuesday. First, Narottam Mishra,
spokesperson for the government, in-
formed about the new policy to the medi-
apersons immediately after the cabinet
meeting. In the evening, mining minister
Rajendra Shukla addressed another press
conference on the same issue.
Under the new policy, the urban civic
bodies and panchayats would control the
presently non-operational sand mines.
The operational sand mines would con-
tinue to be governed by the older policy. Of
the Rs 125 royalty, Rs 50 would go to the
panchayat concerned, Rs 50 to District
Mineral Foundation and Rs 25 to Mining
Corporation.
Shukla said that the royalty would have
to be paid online. According to Shukla,
there are 1,266 sand mines in the state of
which only 445 have been auctioned. The
new policy would be applicable to the 821
non-operational mines.

I-T raid on...
Though the group’s major business oper-
ations and manufacturing plants are
based in Indore and its vicinity, the in-
come-tax returns were filed in Kolkata,
that has of late gained notoriety as a hub
of shell or briefcase companies. The raids
are to continue for next three four days.
The actual data of money laundering and
I-T evasion would be ascertained only af-
ter it.
Major allegations
Sources claimed that apart from tax eva-

sion, the group and the company were
both involved in money-laundering dur-
ing demonetization last year. It used coop-
erative banks, jandhan accounts, shell
companies along with bank accounts of
its employees. Sources claimed that peo-
ple residing in small towns Katni and
Rewa too were roped in for tax evasion

SC Constitution bench...
A division bench comprising the then
Chief Justice Ajay Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice Sanjay Yadav had passed the order on
a public interest litigation filed by RBRai,
Santosh Kumar, SC Pandey and others.
The ruling of division bench of the then
Chief Justice had come on public interest
litigation filed by RBRai, SantoshKumar,
S C Pandey and others. The petitioners
had challenged 2002 rules on the ground
that they were not in conformity with
norms set by the Supreme Court in MNa-
grajVs Union (2006) case. Madhya
Pradesh government had challenged the
ruling in Supreme Court with demand for
hearing in Constitution bench.

Clarify stand on...
Translocation of lions from Gir to Kuno
Palpur has been a bone of contention be-
tween two BJP rules states for more than
a decade with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi terming the big cats as “pride of Gu-
jarat” which the state cannot share with
others. He made this statement when he
was Gujarat’s chief minister between
2002 and 2014.
The committee during its last meeting
held in December 2016 in Kuno, in which
officials from Gujarat forest department
also participated, reiterated that the
wildlife habitat was “ideally suited to be-
come second home for lions.”
Varun Chopra, the Supreme Court advo-
cate and counsel for Ajay Dubey,
said,“Supreme court issued notices to
MoEF and Gujarat government over
translocation of Asiatic lions.Despite
committee’s recommendations,lions have
not been translocated.”
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Fully committed to sustainable
devpt around TTZ: UP tells SC

NEW DELHI: The Uttar
Pradesh government on
Tuesday told the Supreme
Court that it was “fully com-
mitted” to protecting the en-
vironment and ensuring
sustainable development in
and around the iconic Taj
Mahal and the Taj Trapezi-
um Zone (TTZ).
TTZ is an area of about
10,400 sq kmwhich is spread
over the districts of Agra,
Firozabad, Mathura,
Hathras and Etah in Uttar
Pradesh and Bharatpur dis-

tricts of Rajasthan.
The UP government told
the court that they were con-
sideringaseparatemicro lev-
el plan only limited to due
protection and preservation
of the monument of Taj
Mahal. Inanaffidavit filed
in the top court, the state
government said the pro-
visions for protection and
preservationof TajMahal
has been included in the
master plan of Agra 2021.
“It is respectfully submit-
ted that the state is fully

committed to protect envi-
ronment and ensure sustain-
abledevelopment specifically
in and around the Taj Trape-
zium Zone,” the state said in
the affidavit.
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New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed a plea
seeking an SIT probe into
an alleged case of bribery
in the name of judges, say-
ing it was “wholly scan-
dalous”.
It also deprecated the
conduct of advocates in fil-
ing petitions aimed at
bringing disrepute to the
institution without any
rhyme or reason.
The apex court said the
plea was filed to “create
ripples” in the judiciary by
making allegations against
the Chief Justice of India
and an attempt was also
made for “forum hunting”
by seeking recusal of one
of the judge’s of the bench,
which tantamounts to con-
tempt of court.
The top court expressed
displeasure while rejecting
the petition filed by advo-
cate Kamini Jaiswal, say-
ing senior advocate Shanti
Bhushan and lawyer
Prashant Bhushan had
made “unfounded allega-
tions” against the system
and the CJI.
Criticising the attempt to
seek recusal of one of the
judges in the matter, a
bench of Justices R K
Agrawal, ArunMishra and
A M Khanwilkar said, “We
find that it is another at-
tempt to bring the system
in disrepute. Casting of
unwarranted aspersions
tantamounts to seriously
jeopardising the independ-
ence of the judiciary”.
The petition had claimed

that allegations of bribery
were levelled for securing
settlement of cases relat-
ing to medical colleges in
which a retired Orissa
High Court judge, Ishrat
Masroor Quddusi, is one of
the accused.
The top court held that
filing of such petitions and
the zest with which it was
pursued, has brought the
entire system in the last
few days to unrest.

“An effort was made to
create ripples in this
Court; serious and un-
wanted shadow of doubt
has been created for no
good reason whatsoever by
way of filing the petition
which was wholly scan-
dalous and ought not to
have been filed in such a
method and manner. It is
against the settled proposi-
tion of law,” the bench
said. PTI

SC rejects plea for SIT probe into
alleged judges bribery case

‘JUDICIARY’S INDEPENDENCE CAN’T
BE ATMERCY OF CBI OR POLICE’

Independence of judiciary cannot be left “at the mercyof theCBI orpolice”, theSupremeCourt onTuesdayob-
servedwhile reiterating that noFIR canbe lodgedagainst
a sitting judge of the apex court or the high courts.
A three-judge bench headed by Justice RKAgrawal re-
ferred to a 1991 constitution bench judgement that had
held that registration of FIRs against sitting judges of
the higher judiciary was not permissible.
“Thus, the instant petitions as filed, are a miscon-
ceived venture inasmuch as the petition wrongly pre-
supposes that investigation involves higher judiciary,
that is this court’s functionaries are under the scanner
in the aforesaid case; that independence of judiciary
cannot be left at the mercy of the CBI or that of the po-
lice is a red herring,” the bench, also comprising Jus-
tices Arun Mishra and AM Khanwilkar, said.
The apex court said there was no “reflection” of any
name of the judge of apex court in the FIR lodged by the
CBI in the case inwhich allegations of briberywere lev-
elled for securing settlement of cases relating to med-
ical colleges. “Any complaint against a judge and inves-
tigation by the CBI if given publicity, will have a far-
reaching effect on the judge and the litigant public. The
need, therefore, is of judicious use of action taken un-
der the Act,” the bench said.
Referring to the constitution bench verdict of 1991, the
top court said it had observed that in order to ensure in-
dependence of judiciary, the apprehension that the ex-
ecutive being the largest litigant, it was likely tomisuse
the power to prosecute the judges.

Chennai

Jailed AIADMK leader V K
Sasikala’s nephew and
head of Jaya TV Vivek Ja-
yaraman on Tuesday said
the Income Tax raids at
properties linked to their
family members and asso-
ciates “don’t seem” to be
politically motivated.
Jaya TV office was one
among the many locations
where I-T sleuths had con-
ducted searches since last
Thursday, which ended yes-
terday.
After five-day-long multi-
city searches, Income Tax
(I-T) department sleuths
had detected undisclosed
income of Rs 1,430 crore in
respect of 10 assessee
groups which included
those linked to Sasikala,

her kin and their associ-
ates. Meanwhile, police
said I-T officials were on
Tuesday verifying docu-
ments at the Green Tea Es-
tate at Curzon in Nilgiris
district. The estate is said
to be purchased by late
chief minister Jayalalithaa
and her aide Sasikala some
five years ago.
Jayaraman told reporters
here that I-T sleuths posed
various questions about
companies headed by him,
including Jazz Cinemas,
besides seeking accounts
for the jewels worn by his
wife during their wedding.
He said it was explained
“in detail” to them.
When asked if the raids
were politically motivated,
Jayaraman said “it doesn’t
seem so”. “They (taxmen)

have done their duty and
we are answerable (to
them). Every citizen of the
country has to pay income
tax.. I am clear about that,”
he said.
It was the “duty” of a citi-
zen to pay taxes and anyone
found violating the lawwas
“liable” to face action, Ja-
yaraman said. On details of
seizures made during the
raids, he said the sleuths
queried about documents
on “general accounts”.
“There were documents
in the companies, general
documents, about general
accounts. So the questions
were raised about these
documents. “We are into
movies, distribution of
movies, so they asked ques-
tions about agreements
concerning them. PTI

I-T raids don’t seem to be politically
motivated, says Sasikala kin


